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light, and such roots usually possess chlorophyll and so manufac-
ture food by means of photosynthesis. In the epiphytic orchid
Taeniophyllum (Fig. 233) this function is performed almost en-
tirely by the roots. This plant has no leaves and only a small
stem, to which the roots are attached and which bears the flower

Fic.237. Roots of strangling
fig on a large tree trunk

Fie. 238. An old specimen of strangling fig in
which the roots serve as trunks

shoots. The roots, on the other hand, are highly developed and
contain chlorophyll.
Support (stem function). In a number of cases, roots take the
place of stems in serving as supports. This is the case in the
genus Pandanus (Fig. 234), where that part of the stem which is
near the ground is very small and incapable of supporting the
weight of the plant. Large roots grow out from the main stem
and serve to brace it; such roots are called 'brace roots. Other